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a high quality receixer which repro(LuceCs them. 'I'he ordinarv acoustical stethoscope
ear attaclhnment may be conniected to the receiver by means of rubber tubing, so
that the physician can listen to heart-sounds in the familiar manner. 'I'he micro-
phone,. which takes the form of a vibration pickup, is extremely unresponsive to
extraneous souLIds, andl a rubber ring surrounding it reduces to a minimum noises
which mav be caused bv handlinig the instrument. 'T'he frequency response ranges
from 60 to 1,500 cycles per second, amply covering the band encountered in listening
to heart-sounds.
An important feature of the 3A- Stethoscope is its filter circuit, which isolates
and accenituates murmur-sounds, so significant and yet so difficult to detect with
an ordlinary acoustical stethoscope. 'T'his filter circuit in the amplifier diminishes
the response at both the low and high frequencies, and can be included or omitted
at will by the turn of a switch. 'I'hus the intensity of normal heart-sounds is
lowered andl the loudness of any murmur-sounds which may be present is
accentuated.
Consultations are facilitated by provision for an additional receiver, an extremely
valuLable feature enabling two phvsicians to listen simultaneously to a patient's
heart-sounds from the same body location. 'The amplifier has a maximum gain of
sixty decibels, and is sufficiently powerful to operate the additional receiver. Volume
is controlled by a potentiometer situated on the patnel.
The 3A1 Electrical Stethoscope is completely contained in a small fabrikoid case,
similar in size to a doctor's instrumllenit bag. It measures 12! inches in length,
83 inches in height, and 43 inlches in depth, anid weighs only fourteell poundls.
Operation of the instrument is extremely simple. 'I'he physiciann merely attaches
the tube of his acoustical stethoscope to the receiver, clips the receiver to his coat,
and turns the volume control until he obtains the desired loudness. 'rhe microphone
is then lightly pressed against the patient's body in the same manner as when
using a conventional stethoscope. \When wislhing to cliagnose murmur-sounds, the
knob marked "filter" is turned to its "in" position.
Low-tension supply for the valve filaments is dIrawn from 1.5 unlit cells of the
flashlamp type, and the anodes are fed from a 4.5-v-olt miniature dry battery, the
whole issue being neatly housed in the lower part of the case. 'I'hese batteries are
of the new plug type, which makes replacement simple and easy. 'T'hey may be
purchased anywhere.
Further particulars may be obtained from WN'estern Electric Company Limited,
Bush House, Aldwych, London, NNT.C.2; telephone: T'emple Bar 1001.
THE ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE eighth meeting of the Ulster Mledical Society was held in the Whitla Medical
Institute on Thursday, 7th April, at 8.30 p.m. The president, Professor Thomson,
occupied the chair. The speaker was Professor John Glaister, MI.D., D.Sc., B.L.,
of Glasgow, who lectured on the medical aspects of the Buck Ruxton murder case.
222Professor Glaister began by saving that the success of the investigators con-
nected with the case w-as (lue to the co-operation not only between the police and
the medical profession, but between specialist members of the profession: path-
ologists,. hwematologists, anatomists, and zoologists all combined to bring out,
point by point, the evidenice which brought the murderer to justice. For many years
the subject of medical jurisprudence had been the Cinderella of the medical pro-
fession, but the Ruxton case had done much to bring it out of the kitchen, to
emerge in the finale of the ballroom.
Lantern slides were showxn of the scene in the ravine where the original find
of human remains was made. These wxere found on the left bank of the stream,
due to the fact that the stream flowed to the righ1t of the centre of the bridge, from
which Ruxton threw\ them. Flood, following heavy rains, carried the remains still
further up the bank, and instead of their being carried to the deep river only a
short distance away, the) remained high and dlry on the bank where th-y were
discovered.
From the beginning it was seen that a trained medical person had been at work,
for not only were the limbs and head neatly clisarticulated from the trunk, but
all the parts which would serve for purposes of identification had been removed.
The eyes had been removed, the nose had been cut off, characteristic teethl hacd
been extracted, and areas of skin dissected away.
Professor Glaister traced the disco-ery of a Sunday newspaper wrapped around
the remains with a circulation localised to a relatively small area in Lancashire,
and to the delivery of a copy of this paper to Ruxton's house. He traced a blouse,
a pair of baby's rompers, and other articles also to Ruxton's house. Ruxton's
movements were traced, step by step, and on his arrest blood-stains were found
on the stairs, stair-rails, banister, the side of the bath, below the linoleum, on
stair-carpets and pads, and oIn a suit of clothes belonging to him, and particles of
human flesh were found in the drains of the house.
The reconstruction of the two bodies from the separate portions proved that they
could be no other than Mrs. Ruxton and her maid, and after a trial which made
history by methods employed for the first time in England, Ruxton was found
guilty beyond any shadow of doubt.
Sir Robert Johnston proposed a vote of thanlks to Professor Glaister for his verv
able lecture, which altogether lasted for an hour and a half. Professor Biggart
seconded the vote, and mentioned the words of the judge at the end of the trial, in
which he congratulated those responsible for the manner in which the medical
evidence had been assembled and( given.
ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TIhe annual general meeting of the Societv was held on Tuesdav, 24th May,
1938, at 3 p.m., in the WVhitla Medical Inistitute. The folloNwing officers for session
1938-39 were elected :
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